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very inferior part: it was that of Nancy Sykes in "Oliver Twist." Miss Cushrtiaii saw through the motive, and determined to prepare herself thoroughly. She disappeared. She went clown to the worst part of the town, and remained for four days amongst all the lowest women there, till she understood them thoroughly and could imitate their peculiarities to perfection. Her first appearance, when she strolled on to the stage chewing a sprig of a tree, as they all do, took the house by storm, and from that time it was at her feet. The play of " Guy Mannering " was written to suit her in the part of Meg Meralies. She would take an hour and a half to get herself up for it, painting all the veins on her arms, &c., and her success was wonderful.
She had been originally intended for an opera-singer, but, just when she was to appear, she had a dangerous illness., and, when she recovered, her voice was gone. But she wasted no time in regrets: she immediately turned to being an actress. This power of making the best of whatever was, formed one of the grandest traits of her character.
She died of what, to many, is the most terrible of all diseases. She insisted on an operation; but when she went to have it repeated, the great surgeons told her it was no use, and advised her to devote her remaining life to whatever would most take her out of herself and make her forget her pain. Then she, who had left the stage so long, went back to it as Meg Merrilies again and had all her old triumphs. And the last time she appeared, when she, as it were, took leave of the stage for ever, she repeated the